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Abstrak 

Tinjauan literatur ini mengeksplorasi peran sastra dalam Pengajaran Bahasa Inggris (ELT), 

dengan mengkaji teks-teks klasik dan kontemporer. Kajian ini menyoroti manfaat pedagogis dari 

pengintegrasian sastra ke dalam pengajaran bahasa, termasuk pengembangan kemampuan bahasa, 

kesadaran budaya, pemikiran kritis, dan kecerdasan emosional. Pendekatan metodologis yang dibahas 

berkisar dari penggunaan Shakespeare dan literatur klasik lainnya hingga novel kontemporer dan teknik 

berbasis drama. Kajian ini juga membahas tantangan seperti pemilihan teks, kesiapan guru, dan 

penggabungan teknologi digital. Praktik-praktik inovatif seperti pembelajaran campuran, unit tematik, 

dan pedagogi yang responsif terhadap budaya diidentifikasi sebagai strategi yang efektif untuk 

mengatasi tantangan-tantangan ini. Temuan ini menggarisbawahi pentingnya pemilihan teks yang 

bijaksana dan pengembangan profesional bagi para pendidik, serta perlunya penelitian lebih lanjut 

mengenai dampak jangka panjang dari ELT berbasis literatur dan peran sumber daya digital. Dengan 

memanfaatkan potensi sastra yang kaya, para pendidik dapat menciptakan lingkungan belajar bahasa 

yang menarik dan efektif yang mempersiapkan peserta didik untuk menghadapi kompleksitas abad ke-

21. 

Kata Kunci: Pembelajaran campuran, sastra klasik, novel kontemporer, kesadaran budaya, literasi 

digital, Pengajaran Bahasa Inggris (ELT), pembelajaran bahasa berbasis sastra. 

 
 

Abstract 

This literature review explores the role of literature in English Language Teaching (ELT), 

examining both classic and contemporary texts. It highlights the pedagogical benefits of integrating 

literature into language instruction, including the development of language skills, cultural awareness, 

critical thinking, and emotional intelligence. Methodological approaches discussed range from the use 

of Shakespeare and other classic literature to contemporary novels and drama-based techniques. The 

review also addresses challenges such as text selection, teacher preparedness, and the incorporation of 

digital technologies. Innovative practices like blended learning, thematic units, and culturally 

responsive pedagogy are identified as effective strategies for overcoming these challenges. The findings 

underscore the importance of thoughtful text selection and professional development for educators, as 

well as the need for further research into the long-term impact of literature-based ELT and the role of 

digital resources. By leveraging the rich potential of literature, educators can create engaging and 

effective language learning environments that prepare learners for the complexities of the 21st century. 

Keywords: Blended learning, classic literature, contemporary novels, cultural awareness, 

digital literacy, English Language Teaching (ELT), literature-based language learning. 
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Introduction  

The integration of literature into English 

Language Teaching (ELT) has long been a 

cornerstone of language education (Κορδια, 

2023). From the timeless works of Shakespeare 

to contemporary novels, literature offers a rich 

tapestry of language, culture, and human 

experience that can significantly enhance the 

learning process (Kevin & Joshua, 2023). The 

use of literary texts in ELT not only provides 

learners with authentic language use but also 

fosters critical thinking, cultural awareness, and 

emotional intelligence (Ghosn, 2002). 

In recent years, there has been a resurgence 

of interest in the pedagogical benefits of using 

literature in ELT. This renewed focus aligns with 

the broader educational trends emphasizing 

holistic learning approaches and the development 

of 21st-century skills (Adhikari, 2019). 

Literature's role in modern ELT practices 

encompasses various genres, including classic 

texts, contemporary novels, plays, and poetry, 

each offering unique advantages for language 

acquisition and learner engagement (Okyar, 

2021). 

Shakespearean plays, with their complex 

language and universal themes, provide a 

valuable resource for advanced learners aiming to 

deepen their understanding of English literature 

and its historical context (Benton & Fox, 1987). 

Meanwhile, contemporary novels resonate with 

learners by reflecting current societal issues and 

diverse perspectives, making them highly 

relevant for today's multicultural classrooms 

(Hall, 2005). 

This literature review aims to explore the 

evolving role of literature in ELT, tracing its 

historical roots and examining contemporary 

practices. By analyzing a range of studies and 

pedagogical approaches, this review seeks to 

highlight the benefits and challenges of 

incorporating literature into language teaching. 

Furthermore, it will consider how literature can 

be effectively integrated into modern ELT 

curricula to enhance language proficiency and 

intercultural competence.  

Literature and Language Learning 

The use of literature in language learning 

is supported by several theoretical frameworks. 

One such framework is the reader-response 

theory, which emphasizes the active role of 

learners in interpreting texts, thus fostering a 

deeper engagement with the material (Rosenblatt, 

1978). Additionally, the socio-cultural theory 

underscores the importance of literature as a 

medium for social interaction and cultural 

exchange, facilitating learners' development of 

communicative competence (Vygotsky, 1978). 

Empirical studies have demonstrated that 

literature-based ELT can lead to significant 

improvements in language skills, including 

vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension, 

and writing proficiency (Paran, 2008). For 

instance, a study by Hanauer (2001) found that 

poetry writing activities in ELT classrooms 

enhanced learners' linguistic creativity and 

emotional expression. Similarly, McKay (1982) 

argues that literature can serve as a powerful tool 

for developing critical thinking skills, as students 

analyze and interpret complex texts. 

Challenges and Opportunities 

While the benefits of using literature in 

ELT are well-documented, several challenges 

persist. These include the selection of appropriate 

texts, the potential difficulty of archaic language 

in classic literature, and the need for teachers to 

be well-versed in literary analysis (Collie & 

Slater, 1987). To address these challenges, 

educators are increasingly turning to 

contemporary novels and diverse literary genres 

that offer more accessible language and relatable 

themes for learners (Maley & Duff, 2007). 

Moreover, the advent of digital 

technologies and online resources has opened up 

new possibilities for integrating literature into 

ELT (Sharma, 2021). Digital platforms allow for 

interactive and multimedia-rich literary 

experiences, which can enhance learner 

engagement and provide opportunities for 

collaborative learning (Stockwell, 2012). 

In conclusion, literature remains a vital 

component of modern ELT practices, offering a 

multifaceted approach to language learning that 

goes beyond linguistic proficiency to encompass 

cultural and emotional growth (Corbett, 2022). 

By drawing on both classic and contemporary 

literary works, educators can create dynamic and 

inclusive learning environments that cater to the 

diverse needs of today's learners (Oleson, 2023). 

 

Method 

This literature review employs a 

systematic approach to identify, evaluate, and 

synthesize relevant research on the role of 

literature in English Language Teaching (ELT). 

The following sections detail the methodology 

used to conduct this review, including the search 
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strategy, selection criteria, data extraction, and 

analysis. 

Search Strategy 

A comprehensive search was conducted 

across multiple academic databases to locate 

relevant studies and publications. The databases 

included: Scopus, ERIC (Education Resources 

Information Center), Sinta, ScienceDirect and 

Google Scholar. Keywords and search terms used 

included: "literature in ELT," "drama in language 

teaching," "Shakespeare in ESL," "contemporary 

novels in ELT," "literature-based language 

learning," and "pedagogical benefits of 

literature." 

Selection Criteria 

The selection of studies followed specific 

inclusion and exclusion criteria to ensure the 

relevance and quality of the literature reviewed: 

1. Inclusion Criteria: 

- Studies published in peer-reviewed 

journals 

- Publications from the last 20 years to 

capture recent trends 

- Research focusing on both classic and 

contemporary literature in ELT 

- Studies that discuss pedagogical 

benefits, challenges, and 

methodological approaches 

- Articles written in English 

2. Exclusion Criteria: 

- Studies not focused on ELT 

- Non-peer-reviewed publications 

- Articles published before 2000 (unless 

foundational or highly cited) 

Data Extraction 

Data from the selected studies were 

extracted systematically. The following 

information was recorded for each study: 

- Title and author(s) 

- Year of publication 

- Journal or source 

- Research objectives 

- Methodology 

- Key findings 

- Implications for ELT practice 

Analysis 

The extracted data were analyzed using a 

thematic analysis approach. This involved 

identifying recurring themes, patterns, and 

insights related to the use of literature in ELT. 

The analysis focused on: 

- Theoretical frameworks supporting 

literature-based ELT 

- Pedagogical benefits of using classic and 

contemporary literature 

- Methodological approaches to 

integrating literature in language 

teaching 

- Challenges faced by educators and 

learners 

- Innovative practices and future 

directions 

Quality Assessment 

To ensure the reliability and validity of the 

findings, a quality assessment was conducted for 

each selected study. This involved evaluating the 

research design, data collection methods, and the 

robustness of the conclusions drawn. Studies 

were categorized as high, medium, or low quality 

based on these criteria, with a focus on including 

high-quality studies in the final synthesis. 

The systematic approach outlined above 

provides a structured and rigorous framework for 

reviewing the literature on the role of literature in 

ELT. By employing comprehensive search 

strategies, clear selection criteria, and thorough 

data analysis, this review aims to offer a nuanced 

understanding of how literature can enhance 

language learning and teaching. The following 

sections will present the findings from the 

reviewed studies, discussing the pedagogical 

implications and highlighting best practices for 

integrating literature into modern ELT curricula.  

 

Result and Discussion  

The literature review reveals several key 

findings regarding the use of literature in English 

Language Teaching (ELT). These findings are 

organized into four main themes: pedagogical 

benefits, methodological approaches, challenges, 

and innovative practices. Each theme is discussed 

in detail below. 

1. Pedagogical Benefits 

The integration of literature into 

ELT offers a range of pedagogical benefits 

that enhance language learning and overall 

educational outcomes. 

Language Skills Development 

Literature provides authentic and 

rich language input, which can improve 

learners' reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking skills. Classic texts, such as those 

by Shakespeare, expose learners to complex 

grammatical structures, diverse vocabulary, 

and idiomatic expressions, thereby 

expanding their linguistic repertoire (Benton 
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& Fox, 1987). Contemporary novels, on the 

other hand, often use more accessible 

language and reflect current linguistic 

trends, making them suitable for a broader 

range of proficiency levels (Hall, 2005). 

Cultural Awareness 

Literature serves as a window into 

different cultures and historical periods, 

fostering intercultural competence and 

empathy among learners. By engaging with 

diverse literary works, students gain insights 

into various cultural norms, values, and 

perspectives, which can enhance their ability 

to communicate effectively in multicultural 

settings (Byram, 1997; Lazar, 1993). This is 

particularly important in today's globalized 

world, where cultural awareness is a key 

component of communicative competence. 

Critical Thinking and Emotional 

Intelligence 

Analyzing and interpreting literary 

texts develop learners' critical thinking 

skills, encouraging them to question, infer, 

and evaluate complex ideas (Hanauer, 

2001). Furthermore, literature often explores 

universal human experiences and emotions, 

helping learners to develop emotional 

intelligence and empathy. This holistic 

approach to language education aligns with 

contemporary educational trends that 

emphasize the development of 21st-century 

skills (Maley, 2001). 

2. Methodological Approaches 

The reviewed studies highlight 

various methodological approaches to 

integrating literature into ELT, each with its 

unique advantages and challenges. 

Classic Literature 

Classic literature, including works 

by Shakespeare, is often used to teach 

advanced language skills and literary 

analysis. These texts offer rich linguistic and 

thematic content, but their archaic language 

can be challenging for learners. Educators 

must provide adequate scaffolding and 

contextual support to help students navigate 

these difficulties (Benton & Fox, 1987). 

Contemporary Novels 

Contemporary novels are 

increasingly favored for their relevance and 

accessibility. These texts often reflect 

current societal issues and diverse 

perspectives, making them relatable and 

engaging for learners. Using contemporary 

literature can motivate students by 

connecting language learning to their 

personal experiences and interests (Hall, 

2005). 

Drama-Based Approaches 

Drama techniques, such as role-play 

and improvisation, are effective methods for 

bringing literary texts to life. These activities 

promote active participation, creativity, and 

practical language use. Maley & Duff (2005) 

advocate for the use of drama in ELT, noting 

that it can create an immersive and dynamic 

learning environment that enhances language 

acquisition and learner engagement. 

3. Challenges 

While the benefits of literature-

based ELT are well-documented, several 

challenges must be addressed to maximize 

its effectiveness. 

Text Selection 

Selecting appropriate texts for 

learners is a critical challenge. Teachers 

must consider the linguistic level, cultural 

relevance, and interests of their students 

when choosing literary works. Inappropriate 

text selection can lead to frustration and 

disengagement, particularly when dealing 

with complex or culturally distant material 

(Collie & Slater, 1987). 

Teacher Preparedness 

Effective integration of literature 

into ELT requires teachers to be well-versed 

in literary analysis and pedagogy. Many 

educators may lack the necessary training 

and confidence to teach literature 

effectively, highlighting the need for 

professional development and support 

(Sa’eed, 2021). 

Digital Literacy 

The incorporation of digital 

technologies into literature-based ELT 

presents both opportunities and challenges. 

While digital platforms can enhance access 

to literary resources and support interactive 

learning, they also require teachers and 

learners to develop digital literacy skills. 

Balancing traditional and digital approaches 

is essential to optimize the learning 

experience (Stockwell, 2012). 

4. Innovative Practices 

Innovative practices in literature-

based ELT are emerging to address these 

challenges and enhance pedagogical 

outcomes. 

Blended Learning 
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Blended learning approaches, which 

combine traditional classroom instruction 

with online resources, offer flexible and 

interactive ways to engage with literature. 

Digital platforms can provide multimedia 

content, interactive activities, and 

collaborative tools that support diverse 

learning styles and preferences (Garrison & 

Vaughan, 2008). 

Thematic Units 

Thematic units that integrate 

literature with other content areas can create 

interdisciplinary learning experiences. For 

example, a unit on social justice might 

include contemporary novels, historical 

texts, and multimedia resources that explore 

related themes. This approach can deepen 

learners' understanding and foster critical 

thinking (Goering, 2007). 

Culturally Responsive Pedagogy 

Culturally responsive pedagogy 

emphasizes the inclusion of diverse literary 

voices and perspectives in the curriculum. 

By selecting texts that reflect the cultural 

backgrounds and experiences of their 

learners, educators can create more inclusive 

and engaging learning environments (Gay, 

2000). 

The findings from this literature review 

underscore the multifaceted benefits of 

incorporating literature into ELT. While classic 

and contemporary texts each offer unique 

advantages, educators must carefully consider 

text selection, teacher preparedness, and the 

effective use of digital technologies to overcome 

challenges and maximize pedagogical outcomes. 

By adopting innovative practices and drawing on 

a diverse range of literary works, educators can 

create dynamic and inclusive ELT environments 

that enrich language learning and foster critical 

thinking, cultural awareness, and emotional 

intelligence.  

Conclusion  

The literature review reveals several key 

findings regarding the use of literature in English 

Language Teaching (ELT). These findings are 

organized into four main themes: pedagogical 

benefits, methodological approaches, challenges, 

and innovative practices. Each theme is discussed 

in detail below. 

1. Pedagogical Benefits 

The integration of literature into 

ELT offers a range of pedagogical benefits 

that enhance language learning and overall 

educational outcomes. 

Language Skills Development 

Literature provides authentic and 

rich language input, which can improve 

learners' reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking skills. Classic texts, such as those 

by Shakespeare, expose learners to complex 

grammatical structures, diverse vocabulary, 

and idiomatic expressions, thereby 

expanding their linguistic repertoire (Benton 

& Fox, 1987). Contemporary novels, on the 

other hand, often use more accessible 

language and reflect current linguistic 

trends, making them suitable for a broader 

range of proficiency levels (Hall, 2005). 

Cultural Awareness 

Literature serves as a window into 

different cultures and historical periods, 

fostering intercultural competence and 

empathy among learners. By engaging with 

diverse literary works, students gain insights 

into various cultural norms, values, and 

perspectives, which can enhance their ability 

to communicate effectively in multicultural 

settings (Byram, 1997). This is particularly 

important in today's globalized world, where 

cultural awareness is a key component of 

communicative competence. 

Critical Thinking and Emotional 

Intelligence 

Analyzing and interpreting literary 

texts develop learners' critical thinking 

skills, encouraging them to question, infer, 

and evaluate complex ideas (Hanauer, 

2001). Furthermore, literature often explores 

universal human experiences and emotions, 

helping learners to develop emotional 

intelligence and empathy. This holistic 

approach to language education aligns with 

contemporary educational trends that 

emphasize the development of 21st-century 

skills (Adhikari, 2019). 

2. Methodological Approaches 

The reviewed studies highlight 

various methodological approaches to 

integrating literature into ELT, each with its 

unique advantages and challenges. 

Classic Literature 

Classic literature, including works 

by Shakespeare, is often used to teach 

advanced language skills and literary 

analysis. These texts offer rich linguistic and 

thematic content, but their archaic language 



Jurnal Edumaspul, 8 (2), 2024  - 5162 

(Nur Sri Sakti; Sarkiah; Sukma; Amaluddin; Rahman Efendi) 

 

Copyright © 2024  Edumaspul - Jurnal Pendidikan (ISSN 2548-8201 (cetak); (ISSN 2580-0469 (online) 

can be challenging for learners. Educators 

must provide adequate scaffolding and 

contextual support to help students navigate 

these difficulties (Benton & Fox, 1987). 

Contemporary Novels 

Contemporary novels are 

increasingly favored for their relevance and 

accessibility. These texts often reflect 

current societal issues and diverse 

perspectives, making them relatable and 

engaging for learners. Using contemporary 

literature can motivate students by 

connecting language learning to their 

personal experiences and interests (Hall, 

2005). 

Drama-Based Approaches 

Drama techniques, such as role-play 

and improvisation, are effective methods for 

bringing literary texts to life. These 

activities promote active participation, 

creativity, and practical language use. Maley 

& Duff (2005) advocate for the use of drama 

in ELT, noting that it can create an 

immersive and dynamic learning 

environment that enhances language 

acquisition and learner engagement. 

3. Challenges 

While the benefits of literature-

based ELT are well-documented, several 

challenges must be addressed to maximize 

its effectiveness. 

Text Selection 

Selecting appropriate texts for 

learners is a critical challenge. Teachers 

must consider the linguistic level, cultural 

relevance, and interests of their students 

when choosing literary works. Inappropriate 

text selection can lead to frustration and 

disengagement, particularly when dealing 

with complex or culturally distant material 

(Collie & Slater, 1987). 

Teacher Preparedness 

Effective integration of literature 

into ELT requires teachers to be well-versed 

in literary analysis and pedagogy. Many 

educators may lack the necessary training 

and confidence to teach literature 

effectively, highlighting the need for 

professional development and support 

(Sa’eed, 2021). 

Digital Literacy 

The incorporation of digital 

technologies into literature-based ELT 

presents both opportunities and challenges. 

While digital platforms can enhance access 

to literary resources and support interactive 

learning, they also require teachers and 

learners to develop digital literacy skills. 

Balancing traditional and digital approaches 

is essential to optimize the learning 

experience (Stockwell, 2012). 

4. Innovative Practices 

Innovative practices in literature-

based ELT are emerging to address these 

challenges and enhance pedagogical 

outcomes. 

Blended Learning 

Blended learning approaches, which 

combine traditional classroom instruction 

with online resources, offer flexible and 

interactive ways to engage with literature. 

Digital platforms can provide multimedia 

content, interactive activities, and 

collaborative tools that support diverse 

learning styles and preferences (Garrison & 

Vaughan, 2008). 

Thematic Units 

Thematic units that integrate 

literature with other content areas can create 

interdisciplinary learning experiences. For 

example, a unit on social justice might 

include contemporary novels, historical 

texts, and multimedia resources that explore 

related themes. This approach can deepen 

learners' understanding and foster critical 

thinking (Goering, 2007). 

Culturally Responsive Pedagogy 

Culturally responsive pedagogy 

emphasizes the inclusion of diverse literary 

voices and perspectives in the curriculum. 

By selecting texts that reflect the cultural 

backgrounds and experiences of their 

learners, educators can create more inclusive 

and engaging learning environments (Gay, 

2000). 

The findings from this literature review 

underscore the multifaceted benefits of 

incorporating literature into ELT. While classic 

and contemporary texts each offer unique 

advantages, educators must carefully consider 

text selection, teacher preparedness, and the 

effective use of digital technologies to overcome 

challenges and maximize pedagogical outcomes. 

By adopting innovative practices and drawing on 

a diverse range of literary works, educators can 

create dynamic and inclusive ELT environments 

that enrich language learning and foster critical 

thinking, cultural awareness, and emotional 

intelligence.  
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